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Known as the ‘‘Developer King’’ to many, 

Secretary General Kofi Annan visited the 
King during the celebrations in order to 
present him with the United Nations Devel-
opment Program Award. This award presen-
tation was meant to recognize the King’s 
steadfast devotion for improved living cir-
cumstances for the Thai people. He initiated 
many development projects which, through-
out 60 years, have created progress and pros-
perity for the country. So beloved is this 
sovereign that he has also been nicknamed 
the ‘‘soul of the nation’’ by his people. 

The King is also well known for his abili-
ties in the artistic field. Because of this, 
King Adulyadej was granted the title of ‘‘Su-
preme Artist’’ in recognition of his contribu-
tions to art and artists in Thailand. So great 
was his role that the country established 
‘‘The Supreme Artist Hall’’ to commemorate 
and display the King’s work. 

His model for sustaining a unified Thailand 
despite numerous obstacles against progress 
is a great example for all. With words alone, 
King Adulyadej ended bloodshed in 1973 and 
1992, during times of hostility against mili-
tary dictatorships. His current appeal for 
Thai people is a call for unity during a time 
of national division. Indeed, the entire na-
tion has united in order to pay homage to its 
beloved ruler and I stand in camaraderie 
with the Thai people to celebrate and appre-
ciate the example of King Adulyadej. 

f 

HONORING DR. JAMES CAMERON 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 20, 2006 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
I rise today to pay tribute to one of America’s 
great heroes, Dr. James Cameron. Dr. Cam-
eron is a living representation of how great-
ness and truth can overcome the hatred and 
intolerance of racism. 

As a young man, Dr. Cameron lived through 
the atrocity of being lynched and beaten in 
front of a mob of 15,000 for a crime he did not 
commit. 

As the only living survivor of a lynching, Dr. 
Cameron has stood up and served as a re-
minder of the violence and hatred that can 
exist within mankind. Too often we seek to ig-
nore such atrocities when writing our history; 
however, Dr. Cameron has dedicated his life 
to remind us of our true history. 

Dr. Cameron has devoted his life’s work to 
the pursuit and recognition of civil rights. He 
has revealed to millions of Americans the true 
account of this Nation’s racial injustice through 
his founding of the American Black Holocaust 
Museum in 1988. 

The American Black Holocaust Museum’s 
straightforward presentations of pervasive ra-
cial injustices and violence serve not only to 
educate but to allow us to reexamine and 
rethink our own views towards racism. 

There are many young people who may not 
know of or did not experience this period of 
history. However, it is imperative we recognize 
our true American history. We cannot develop 
future policies or laws without knowing or ap-
plying the lessons we have learned from the 
past. It is through work such as Dr. Cameron’s 
that young people can remember the sac-
rifices and contributions of those who came 
before them, and find new inspiration to fight 
for change. 

INTRODUCTION OF AMENDMENT 
TO THE OLDER AMERICANS ACT 

HON. SUSAN A. DAVIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 20, 2006 

Mrs. DAVIS of California. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to introduce legislation giving America’s 
seniors a new opportunity to benefit from cul-
turally competent multigenerational programs 
with our young people. Specifically, many 
older Americans have limited English pro-
ficiency and can face difficulties finding young-
er individuals with whom to communicate be-
cause of language barriers. In addition, multi-
lingual young people can act as a valuable 
communication resource to help increase 
awareness for seniors on a range of issues. 

I became aware of this issue recently while 
visiting a site for a supportive senior housing 
project in my district in San Diego. This sup-
portive housing includes affordable housing for 
low-income seniors, nutrition services, social 
services, and mental healthcare. The program 
is in a culturally diverse neighborhood, and 
therefore, the people whom this program ben-
efits come from a wide variety of backgrounds 
and speak many languages. The program staff 
wants to ensure that the seniors in the neigh-
borhood are aware of the programs available 
to them, and feel comfortable coming to the 
senior center to receive those services. 

But there are major language and cultural 
barriers to overcome. In this case, young peo-
ple in the neighborhood, who speak English 
and another language, could go out into the 
community to help increase awareness about 
the programs, and help seniors navigate the 
programs—the eligibility requirements, the en-
rollment process, and other vital information. 

Mr. Speaker, not only is it important that we 
do what we can to give older Americans the 
opportunity to share their wisdom and experi-
ences with younger generations, it is also im-
portant that we give young people the oppor-
tunity to work with and help seniors. We know 
about the joy our seniors experience from vis-
iting with younger folks. We must ensure that 
all segments of our older population have this 
opportunity and multigenerational programs 
are an excellent way for seniors and young 
people to benefit from each other. 

My legislation would amend the Older Amer-
icans Act, OAA, to encourage and facilitate 
regular interaction between seniors with lim-
ited English proficiency and students with mul-
tilingual skills across the United States. Now 
that we are on the verge of reauthorizing the 
OAA, I encourage my colleagues to support 
action to give all of our seniors the gift of 
multigenerational activities. 
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WISHING SUCCESS TO THE JAMAI-
CAN PRIME MINISTER, PORTIA 
SIMPSON-MILLER 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 20, 2006 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
enter into the RECORD, the inaugural address 
of the Most Honorable Portia Lucretia Simp-
son-Miller, the newly elected Prime Minister of 
Jamaica. 

In her inauguration speech Ms. Simpson- 
Miller pledged to advance the human rights 
and individual liberties of the people of Ja-
maica. Acknowledging that the duty of the 
state is to protect the society as a whole, she 
condemned sacrificing individual liberties in 
execution of that duty. She promised to stamp 
out corruption and criminality by working 
closely with the Minister of National Security 
as well as the law enforcement community to 
reduce the high rate of crime in Jamaica and 
provide greater security for the people. 

Pointing out that economic transformation 
cannot take place without an overhaul of the 
educational system of Jamaica, Ms. Simpson- 
Miller pledged to provide access to quality 
education for youth and children. In light of the 
high unemployment rate in Jamaica—11.5 
percent (2005 estimates)—she promised to 
create jobs and wealth-earning opportunities 
for the Jamaican people. She vowed to focus 
her efforts on developing the communities, 
strengthening democratic governance, and up-
lifting the poor. 

Ms. Simpson-Miller is a champion of the 
downtrodden and the dispossessed. She is 
seen as a symbol of the hopes and aspira-
tions of the poor, underprivileged black peo-
ple, particularly black women of Jamaica. She 
has really risen through the ranks of the party, 
coming from a very, very poor section of Ja-
maica to the highest elected position in the 
government. She has asserted her commit-
ment to improving the living standards in the 
destitute communities in Jamaica. 

As the first woman Prime Minister of Ja-
maica and a leader of the people, Ms. Simp-
son-Miller represents the hopes and wishes of 
many. Mr. Speaker, please join me in con-
gratulating Ms. Simpson-Miller and praying for 
her success in achieving her goals for her na-
tion. 
INAUGURAL ADDRESS BY THE HON. PORTIA 

LUCRETIA SIMPSON-MILLER, MP, PRIME 
MINISTER OF JAMAICA 
I want to begin by recognizing the source 

of my strength, Almighty God. Let us stand 
and pray. Almighty God, in the presence of 
all here attending; in the presence of the 
people of this land and everyone else sharing 
this occasion, I do pay homage to you, in ac-
knowledgement that you are the Sovereign 
and Supreme Lord God in this island and all 
the world. As I assume the Office of Prime 
Minister of all Jamaica, I do so Lord, truly 
conscious that the glory is yours, and the of-
fice, an affirmation of my devotion to you 
and to all the people of this nation. You laid 
the foundations of the earth. Lord, lay now, 
I beseech you, the foundations of the Govern-
ment, that you have graciously enabled me 
to lead, so that its purpose be firm, its en-
deavors right, and its accomplishments 
blessed. Let it be joy to those through whom 
you dispense it; bless those who will receive 
it; and glory to you who give it. 

Good Lord, let Jamaica find in me, my col-
leagues, and all who offer governance under 
our leadership, complete fulfillment of the 
righteous Government that you have offered 
to this nation; let it manifest in removal of 
blight and poverty; the stigma and loss due 
to crime and violence; let the radiance of it 
raise a larger assertion of moral strength 
and rectitude in our public and private sec-
tors. Unite our people with a stronger sense 
of compassion and love. Use us as the vessel 
for your purpose, and the people as instru-
ments of your peace, and prosper us that we 
may know the joy of your presence and expe-
rience the pleasure at your right hand. These 
we ask of you in faith, believing, giving 
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thanks, even so, in the name of your Holy 
Son, Jesus Christ—our Lord, and in the name 
of your Holy Spirit: one God. 

Amen. 
Today is a truly historic day in the life of 

this nation. A girl from Wood Hall in deep 
rural St. Catherine has become Prime Min-
ister of Jamaica, a true manifestation of the 
Jamaican Dream. This indicates that any 
child, regardless of circumstances, can rise 
to the top. 

It has been said ‘‘Hope springs eternal in 
the human breast’’. 

Ladies and gentlemen, if there were a way 
to quantify the intangible, it would be prov-
en without a shadow of a doubt today that it 
is the spirit of hope which is most dominant 
here at King’s House; in homes throughout 
the length and breadth of Jamaica; at the 
Haile Selassie School and Sam Sharpe 
Square where people are gathered and, in-
deed, in many parts of the world where Ja-
maicans are joining us via the Internet. 

I come to the Office of Prime Minister with 
a profound sense of my obligation to the peo-
ple. Only with the help of Almighty God can 
I carry this weight of trust and hope that is 
placed on my shoulders. I will not betray 
this trust and I will keep hope alive. 

All across Jamaica there is this hope, this 
positive expectancy, this hunger to believe 
that a new day is dawning. You can almost 
touch it. It is not an expectation that any-
one individual can fulfill, but together we 
can make it. 

My role as Prime Minister of Jamaica will 
be to use this high office to facilitate 
change. Today, I want to commit myself to 
certain goals. 

The first pledge to the Jamaican people is 
to advance human rights and individual lib-
erty. Each individual life is sacred. None is 
more important than the other. Money 
should not make one person more important 
than the other. Learning should not make 
one person more important than the other, 
nor should class, colour or gender. We are all 
equal in the sight of God. 

While the state has a responsibility to pro-
tect the society as a whole, it must never, in 
the execution of that responsibility, sacrifice 
individual liberty. We cannot build the har-
mony and peace that this society so des-
perately needs unless all Jamaicans know 
that they will be treated with dignity and re-
spect. 

We need to recapture our roots: the cour-
tesy, the decency, the good manners and 
trust which were routinely practised. We 
need to rekindle those tested and proven val-
ues. We must practice them ourselves and 
demand them from others. I want to con-
tinue to lead a process for the recovery and 
promotion of our best values. 

I want to pledge to the Jamaican people to 
work tirelessly to eradicate corruption and 
extortion. I am committed to their eradi-
cation as I am committed to uplifting the 
poor. 

I pledge to do everything in my power— 
with the help of the Almighty and your sup-
port to break the power of the criminals. I 
will be working closely with the Minister of 
National Security, the Law Enforcement Of-
ficers, the Opposition and our 780 identified 
communities to successfully tackle this 
problem, in the interest of all Jamaicans, in-
cluding those in the Diaspora who want to 
see a peaceful Jamaica. 

Closely aligned to eliminating criminality 
and restoring power to communities, is the 
creation of employment and wealth-earning 
opportunities for people. Jamaicans do ex-
tremely well when given the opportunity. I 
believe that if we create the right conditions 
for people to flourish; if as government we 
see ourselves as facilitators, then we will ex-
perience the unleashing of the Jamaican cre-

ative spirit that can move this country for-
ward. 

I pledge to the Jamaican people to foster 
and facilitate the conditions for employment 
opportunities and wealth creation. 

I want to say directly to the private sector 
both here and overseas that we treasure the 
gains which have been made through our 
macro-economic policy and international 
credibility. It is our intention to build on 
these hard-won gains of pain and sacrifice. 

At the same time, we have to find the way 
while balancing the books to balance peo-
ple’s lives. Indeed, both the World Bank and 
the IMF have recognized the need for poli-
cies which promote equity and poverty alle-
viation. 

We must find a way to expand opportuni-
ties for all Jamaicans so that they can share 
the fruits of macro-economic stability. When 
we think of the achievements of our sports 
men and women, of our musicians and others 
in the cultural field, they tell us that to-
gether we can make it. 

Let me recognize the presence today of our 
athletes, who represented Jamaica at the re-
cent Commonwealth Games in Melbourne, 
Australia. They earned a record 22 medals, 
including 10 gold. 

Thank you for adding golden value to 
brand Jamaica. We are proud of you. You are 
an example to all of us. We can use your de-
termination, strength, courage, discipline, 
perseverance, loyalty to country and pride in 
being Jamaican as motivation to work to-
gether for the advancement of our country. 

As I said before, together we can make it. 
I have an abiding faith and confidence in 

the Jamaican people. They believe in me and 
I passionately believe in them. 

Critical to this matter of entrepreneurship, 
employment expansion and wealth-creation, 
is education. We will only become a first- 
class, competitive society if we are an edu-
cated, knowledge-based society. We have to 
build on the progress already made and in-
tensify our drive to transform Jamaica’s 
education system. 

Our ability to attract quality foreign di-
rect investments is directly dependent on 
the quality of our human capital. There can 
be no economic transformation without edu-
cational transformation. I pledge to the peo-
ple an unyielding commitment to education, 
including programmes in character edu-
cation to build a society committed to the 
highest ethical principles. 

In this regard, we as political leaders have 
to set the example. I have had the finest 
teacher possible in this matter of consensus- 
building and respect for differences of opin-
ion. I refer to none other than our esteemed 
former Prime Minister, the Most Hon. P. J. 
Patterson, to whom I owe a great debt of 
gratitude. 

I must thank him for his fourteen years of 
service as Prime Minister of Jamaica. His 
loyalty and commitment to country, his pas-
sion for service, his civility and ability to 
achieve consensus make him unforgettable. 
As a team builder, he has shown us that to-
gether we can make it. 

I want to build on his legacy of coopera-
tion. I consider it my duty not only to pro-
tect, but to build on the legacies of all my 
predecessors in the continuing process of na-
tion building. I recognize today the presence 
of the Most Hon. Edward Seaga, former 
Prime Minister of Jamaica, and thank him 
for his contribution to the development of 
our country. 

I pledge to ensure that the interests of all 
our people are protected and that victimiza-
tion never rears its ugly head in any way 
under my administration. Unity is a pre-
requisite for success in Jamaica and is very 
high on my list of priorities. 

I say to the Opposition, let us launch a new 
era of cooperation. Let us work together in 

the interest of all Jamaicans. Let us put the 
people’s hopes and aspirations before our 
own interests. 

A more united, engaged, and spiritually 
strong nation will provide a good foundation 
for dynamic integration in the Caribbean 
Community. Jamaica’s commitment to and 
active involvement in Caricom, has been 
steadfast and this will continue and, indeed, 
be expanded during my tenure. In that re-
gard, I am happy and encouraged by the 
presence of so many of my CARICOM col-
leagues today. I am also pleased to note the 
presence of a large delegation from the 
United States Congress. Our active involve-
ment in the international community will 
continue, because Jamaica is respected for 
its enviable tradition of leadership among 
developing countries. We will maintain re-
spectful and harmonious relations with all 
states and will work with both the developed 
and developing nations to build a world of 
peace, justice and a better quality of life. We 
will continue to remind the international 
community that security considerations can-
not be divorced from development, and that 
poverty is the greatest threat to security. 

Ladies and gentlemen, there is nothing 
that can withstand the force of an energized, 
confident, united, determined and visionary 
people. The Bible says without vision the 
people perish. If we embrace one vision—not 
a PNP or JLP vision, not an uptown or a 
downtown vision, not an urban or rural vi-
sion but one Jamaican vision; then we will 
deal with our challenges as a nation. To-
gether we can make it. 

I pledge to the Jamaican people to lead 
that process. I cannot do it alone. Together 
we can make it. I want to build a partnership 
with the Jamaican people. A partnership 
which will involve the recognition that we 
all have a responsibility to lift up the poor 
and the downtrodden; A partnership which 
will see us giving greater respect to the 
rights and dignity of the persons with dis-
abilities; A partnership to restore the cen-
trality of family life in Jamaica; A partner-
ship for responsible fatherhood, motherhood 
and responsible sexual behaviour; A partner-
ship for love, honour and protection of our 
women; A partnership for love, honour and 
respect for our men; A partnership for the 
protection and nurturing of our children, 
who represent the future and which recog-
nizes that children are the torchbearers of 
all the good that we must pass on to pos-
terity; A partnership to provide access to 
quality education for all our children; A 
partnership for the empowerment of youths 
through education, training and economic 
opportunities; A partnership for the develop-
ment of our communities, for strengthening 
democratic governance and for truly giving a 
voice to all the people. A partnership to 
eradicate crime and drive the criminals from 
our communities; A partnership to deepen 
the involvement of Jamaicans in the Dias-
pora; A partnership in the building of a har-
monious, prosperous and vibrant Jamaica, 
committed to making the Jamaican Dream 
accessible to every single Jamaican; To-
gether we can make it. A partnership where 
we recognize that God is supreme. I call upon 
all Jamaicans to join those who will worship 
on Friday, Saturday or Sunday to pray for 
the prosperity of our country and peace in 
the nation. In these partnerships, I pledge to 
be accountable to you, the people of Ja-
maica. I am and will remain your servant. 
Together we will make it. 

Today is not only my day. It is Jamaica’s 
day. Indeed, it is the day that the Lord has 
made. Let us rejoice and be glad in it, for we 
are His People. 

Eternal Father, bless our land, Guard us 
with thy Mighty Hand. 
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